Effect on Streamflow
Seven-day moving averages of daily streamflow from January 1999 to September 2002 were compared to 7-day moving average minimums, means, and maximums for the period of record at USGS streamflow-gaging stations. 
Effect on Ground Water
At several USGS monitoring wells, month-end water levels from January 1999 to September 2002 were compared to longterm ground-water levels, including the month-end minimum, 25 th percentile, median, 75 th percentile, and maximum. In Long-term 7-day moving average minimum streamflows Long-term 7-day moving average mean streamflows Long-term 7-day moving average maximum streamflows 
MONTH, DAY, AND YEAR STREAMFLOW, IN CUBIC FEET PER SECOND

Progression of the Drought, 1999-2002
The 7-day low flow is a measure of the lowest streamflow period each year. A recurrence interval is a measure of how common a hydrologic condition is. The recurrence interval of the 7-day low flow is a statistic commonly used to measure drought severity. For example, a 7-day low flow with a recurrence interval of 1 to 5 years would be a common condition, a recurrence interval of 10 to 25 years would be more unusual, and a recurrence interval of more than 50 years would be very unusual. Recurrence intervals were calculated for the drought of 1999-2002 on the basis of annual 7-day low flows at USGS streamflow-gaging stations with 37 to 98 years of record.
Recurrence intervals were mapped to determine the approximate regional recurrence intervals for individual drought years 
Comparison with Previous Droughts
Eight historical drought periods from 1947 to 2002 were analyzed. The two periods of statewide hydrologic drought that were most severe were 1947-50 and 1999-2002 . These periods had low flows with greater than 100-year recurrence intervals for at least three stations across the State and 50-to 100-year recurrence intervals in additional parts of the State. The period 1963 to 1969 had low flows with recurrence intervals of up to 70 years in the north and greater than 100 years in the south; however, this period was most remarkable for its duration-no other drought period spanned 7 years. By contrast, the single-year drought in 1995 had some of the lowest 7-day flows on record, second only to 2002, the most severe single year on record. In 1978, there was mild drought statewide with low-flow recurrence intervals of up to 35 years.
Regional droughts were severe during several periods. The period 1952-1953 was driest in the northern regions of the state, 1955-1959 was most severe in the south, and 1984-1988 was most severe in the central region.
For Further Information
Information about current hydrologic conditions in Maine, and programs and publications of the USGS Maine District: , 1999-2002 
